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Citizens Union: Reform redistricting in special session

by Jimmy Vielkind

November 22, 2011

The Citizens Union, a good-government group, has released a study articulating, again, the need for redistricting reform in Albany. The decennial process by which a legislative task force, LATFOR, draws the lines is currently unfolding under a cloud — Gov. Andrew Cuomo has joined the chorus of persistent critics and vowed to veto LATFOR’s lines.

He’s also negotiating for a better process. There’s also already a lawsuit seeking to put the process under the hand of a federal judge.

    “Drawing district boundaries for partisan advantage rather than the public interest has long had a harmful impact on the very functioning of our government, corrupting the spirit and reality of representative democracy in New York State,” said Dick Dadey, Executive Director of Citizens Union. “This report demonstrates unequivocally how the rigged practice of partisan gerrymandering has made elections dramatically less competitive with rising margins of victory and sky-high re-election rates among incumbents. It also shows how gerrymandering has divided communities and ethnic groups, made elected officials less accountable, and hampered the ability of the legislature to solve long-standing issues of importance to the public. We must once and for all end the corrosive effects of this partisan practice to restore a government that is responsive to the people and a democracy that reflects real choices.”

The report found the re-election rate for incumbents between 2002 and 2010 was 96 percent. The average margin of electoral victory over that time period was 61 points, underscoring what the group says are uncompetitive districts.

It believes reforms in this area will lead to other reforms. Here’s the report:
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http://www.scribd.com/doc/73367132/CU-ReshapingNewYork-ExecutiveSummary2011 
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